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	Title: Age and Gender Specific Reference Values of Brachial Flow-mediated Dilation and Carotid Intima-media Thickness in CATHAY Study: Atherosclerosis Surrogate Markers in Chinese Adults
General Comments from Reviewer: - Overall, this is a well-designed study with public health significance. The conclusions are largely supported, and the limitations are considered. However, some aspects need to be revised. 
Introduction: - 	Please explain in what type of population IMT and FMD are important. Are they two parameters that are used as a prognostic or prophylactic part? Also, it is better to elaborate on the pathophysiology of atherosclerosis and mention what parameters are used to be measured and why these two are important. It is better to divide the introduction into three sections. First, explaining atherosclerosis. Second the parameters and third what are the gaps in literature and then the purpose of your study.
Methodology: - What is the gold standard method for evaluating IMT and FMD should be mentioned and what is the absolute threshold for these two? Did you follow up with the patients? or it is just a retrospective cohort study? Please mention the type of study. 
Results: - One major issue is that the results are very briefly described. Appropriate interpretation of the results is lacking. For example, in Figures 5 and 6 (Line 158), the age and gender-specific percentile curves are presented, but there is no further interpretation of these data. Line 160, Determinants of Brachial FMD and Carotid IMT, the cutoff value of the Coefficient to be considered as a dependent effect in Tables 3 and 4 should be described. Line 183, Figures 7 and 8 should be called out in Results instead of in the Discussion. 

The article can be published after minor revision.



